
Rogue Gaze t te
Spring 2020, Issue 2

Letter from the CJLC Boston Annex’s
Griots

Hello and welcome to the Spring edition of the

Rogue Gazette. It was important to us to be able to

provide the community with this resource at such a

difficult time of isolation and uncertainty. The

current world we are living in is changing by the

day and even the hour. Information about the

pandemic, the novel coronavirus known as COVID-

19, is plentiful and near overwhelming. We receive

this data via the internet, television and the radio,

from journalists, politicians and even lay people.

Each of us reacts to COVID-19 and the changes we

find in our corner of the world in the best ways we

can. We, the Griots of the CJLC Boston Annex, and

the staff of the Rogue Gazette, want to wish our

readers continued health and safety. We want

people to know: you can reach out to us, we are

here for you in the ways this pandemic allows.

Remember, humans are social, tribal creatures. As

a result most of us do not like to be without

contact. Reach out to your friends, your family and

even acquaintances to make sure no one feels

alone. Our wish for our readers: may this

newsletter offer you a bit of joy, a moment of

distraction, perhaps even inspiration, as you peruse

its pages.

Stephan and Sweetwisteria, Boston Annex Griots

Pandemics and Leather

As one of the Boston Annex Griots I aspire to

learn and evolve and truly earn the title: Griot.

Defined, griot means: “a member of a class of

traveling poets, musicians, and storytellers who

maintain a tradition of oral history in parts of West

Africa.” They have the “responsibility of preserving

the oral traditions and genealogies of the tribe.” I

take the role and responsibility of Boston Annex

Griot seriously. As such, and as a result of what I

have learned over the years, I want to take a

moment to think about the current pandemic with a

different eye, a historical eye.

In the early 1980s a global pandemic affected

many communities, including the Leather and Kink

communities. This pandemic continues today with

an estimate of between 32 and 35 million people

currently having HIV/AIDS. At least in first world

countries, the HIV/AIDS pandemic ravaged the gay

community. This was especially true in the gay

Leather community where having a freer sexual

experience was more accepted. There are no

official numbers of how many people died during

the early and mid 80s from this crisis, but personal

anecdotes indicate people who knew someone

dying every week.

What did it take to get through it? Community. In

those days women weren’t allowed into men’s

spaces. Even if they were allowed entry, their

presence was not truly accepted. Even so, women,

especially gay women, acted as nurses. They took

care of the men who were dying, showing

compassion to people who were ignored or

forgotten by their biological families. In those days,

being gay was not acceptable. Communities,

chosen families, rose up around these men. Their

sisters nursed them, their brothers held charity

fundraisers to provide care or funeral expenses.

Together they forged a communal bond.

This current pandemic might be different, but

many in our community are struggling. We in the

Leather and Kink communities must again look

inside and find the courage to rise up and unite.

Being socially distant is difficult, not being able to

be physically together, to touch, to hug, will cause

many of us anguish. We must find a way to help

each other in our struggles. Now is the time to lean

into our communities, lean on our families. Together

we make each other stronger, together we make

each other better.

This should be our calling, this should be our path.

Stephan
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Ask Miss Abernathy
by Andrew James

Dear Miss Abernathy,

I am an unowned submissive. How can I prepare

myself to serve a Master in the future?

- A Hopeful Slave

Dear Hopeful,

The short answer is this: Know Thyself. Know

what you need, what you want, and what you

absolutely cannot abide. You’ve probably seen those

long “yes, no, maybe” lists of BDSM activities that

people use to negotiate. As an unowned submissive,

you need to have something similar in your back

pocket, even if it’s just a mental checklist. So take

some time to think about the following areas.

What is your motivation? What’s the juice in M/s

for you? Does being useful excite you? You’re

probably service-oriented. Do you thrill at the idea

of having your decisions and movements directed?

You’re likely motivated by control. Do you crave

emotional intimacy and romance above all else? You

may be a pleasure slave at heart. Does the idea of

being possessed by another provide deep

satisfaction? You may thrive in an Owner/property

dynamic. Do you need a strong sense of care,

protection, and guidance? You may do well with a

Daddy/Mommy/Caregiver rather than a Master. You

may even resonate with more than one of these

types. Knowing your motivation is the key to finding

a suitable partner and crafting a satisfying dynamic

with them.

What type of relationship do you want? If all

you’ve known are relationships that progress from

mutual physical attraction to romantic love to

sexually and emotionally exclusive partnership, you

may assume that’s how M/s and D/s relationships

work too. Some do, but many do not. In M/s, sex

and romance are possibilities, not givens. If service

is your primary interest, your future Master might

be of a gender or orientation that neither of you

would consider for a sexual or romantic relationship.

Perhaps you are looking for a service relationship

that includes sex but not romantic attachment. Or

you might decide that you want the whole megillah:

a Master who is Owner, Lover, and Life Partner.

Where do you fall on the exclusive/open

spectrum? Regardless of the type of relationship

you’re looking for, you’ll need to decide how

exclusive you want that relationship to be. Will it be

just the two of you, or are you open to being part of

an extended household or Leather family? If you

prefer to be exclusive, does that apply only to sex?

(And how exactly do you define “sex” for these

purposes?) Does it encompass emotional or romantic

ties as well? What about BDSM activities? You can be

exclusive along any or all of these lines.

If you are polyamorous, what relationship

configurations work best for you? Do you want the

option of having other partners, or would you be

comfortable making this an area of negotiated

inequality between you and your Master?

Finally, consider that the exclusive/open spectrum

can apply to non-sexual service relationships as well.

Would you be comfortable serving in a Leather

household with multiple other slaves? Do you need to

be the only slave in your particular niche, or are you

happy to share space and responsibilities with your

slave siblings?

This is a lot to think about, but answering these

questions for yourself is crucial. Never be afraid to be

forthright about what you want. Successful M/s

relationships, like other intimate partnerships, rest on

a foundation of shared values, and the more explicit

you can make those, the better.

Please send questions for Miss Abernathy to

aj@heartofds.com.

Andrew James is the author of the Miss Abernathy

books (Greenery Press) and of The Way of the

Pleasure Slave (Alfred Press). His website is

HeartofDs.com.

If you're looking for an even deeper dive into these

kinds of questions, check out Raven Kaldera's newest

book, Negotiating Your Power Dynamic Relationship.

It's available from alfredpress.com.
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I first learned about the Hard Pink Sisters at the

2019 Master slave Conference in September.

Though I recognized the group’s pink patch as

something I had seen before, I didn’t know

anything about the organization, didn’t realize that

the sisters could possibly have anything to do with

me. The last event we attended at MSC before

departing for the long ride home was the Northeast

Regional MAsT meeting. Many things were

discussed at that meeting, but I only remember one

thing: slave gaia of NY MAsT Metro spoke about the

Hard Pink Sisters. I had met slave gaia before and

knew her to be a caring and kind woman. I listened

as she spoke with great pride and passion about

this group to which she belonged. It is a group for

all women, regardless of the side of the slash they

embodied. Slave gaia wanted more women to join,

to foster a strong and robust sisterhood. She

explained the Hard Pink Sister’s mission as

supporting and empowering women while doing

outreach and good works in keeping with that core

mission. I felt inspired by her words, her

compassion, and her assertion that every female

identified person in the room could find a home

with the Hard Pink Sisters. After slave gaia spoke, a

few other Hard Pink Sisters in attendance echoed

her message. As soon as I returned home, I began

conversations with my Master and with my local

circle of women about moving forward on the path

to becoming a Hard Pink Sister.

This forward motion included researching for

myself just what IS the Hard Pink Sisterhood?

Founded by Master Bella Price in 2013, at first

as a more local community support endeavor, the

Hard Pink Sisters took on a life of its own and soon

grew to multiple chapters across the country, into

Canada, and beyond.

The Hard Pink Sister patch, which I recognized

before ever knowing what it meant consists of pink

lips and a skull and crossbones. It is bright and

distinctive both to represent the sisterhood and so

that when it is worn anyone in the community can

easily find the sisters if and when needed.

The stated mission of the Hard Pink Sisters is

twofold:

1. To provide camaraderie, a safe space,

mentorship, education and friendship to any

individual who identifies as a lifestyle woman or

non binary person.

2. To provide community service within and

outside the Leather/BDSM/Kink community at large.

The Hard Pink Sisterhood promotes their ideals of

camaraderie, safety, education, and mentorship

through its various socials, by encouraging

friendships, setting up community activities,

encouraging attendance at lifestyle events, and

through online posts and fostering discussion among

members. Supporting education also includes

encouraging and championing sisters who choose to

teach classes at various events. This includes

providing a video conference opportunity with fellow

Hard Pink Sisters to test run class ideas. Some of

this I have seen first hand since pursuing the path

and subsequently becoming a Hard Pink Sister. Their

two Facebook Groups, one for prospective sisters

and the other for when one becomes a full sister are

both safe spaces to learn, share and grow within a

supportive and caring network. There are a variety

of video calls to meet the time zone needs of all the

sisters. The events and calls I’ve attended are

encouraging and inclusive, friendly and engaging.

In addition to supporting one another in the

lifestyle, the Hard Pink Sisters also support a

multitude of women’s issues in mainstream society.

Every sister finds their own path within the

sisterhood. A sister might participate in a variety of

ways from simply sharing knowledge with a new

community member to organizing fundraisers in

support of women’s and community causes. “From

giving great hugs to volunteering at women’s

shelters, there is a place for every woman in the

Hard Pink Sisterhood.”

Contact the Hard Pink Sisters:

hardpinksisters@gmail.com

Facebook group for prospective sisters

https://facebook.com/groups/117536952263445/

FetLife group https://fetlife.com/groups/123952

Dee, an active member of MAsT Massachusetts, is

an avid writer, especially of memoirs. She recently

became a Hard Pink Sister. She can be found on FET

as tealover_dee.
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Cecelia Tan's The Siren and the Sword
A book review by Nica

I originally picked up Cecelia Tan’s book The Siren

and the Sword for a bit of salacious enjoyment from a

well known figure in our community. As I sit here

flipping through the pages to write this review, I am

inspired to read the book again to experience the

character growth and nuanced world building. Cecelia

Tan not only writes good sex, she writes good stories

eloquently.

Siren and the Sword is book one of four in a coming

of age series in which the main character Kyle finds

himself enrolled at the Magic University of Harvard in

Boston. Tan’s references to local geography are so vivid

they helped me engage with the story while reminiscing

about my own Cambridge experiences. Fans of Harry

Potter will find many familiar themes in an American

setting. Even so, the story stands on its own merits.

The book is just over 200 pages and makes for a light

read without sacrificing depth or detail. The story paces

well, with a chapter for each month on campus. As is

appropriate for an 18 year old protagonist, the heart of

the story is Kyle’s first experience of love and sex

amidst the challenge of fitting into a new and

unexpected environment. At the heart of the novel is an

urban legend about a siren in the library that becomes

Kyle’s mission to capture.

Compared to some of Tan’s other works, there isn’t

much kink in this story. But the potential is there. On the

whole, I enjoyed Siren and the Sword and look forward

to reading about Kyle’s next years at the Magic

University in the subsequent books

in this fun series.

Nica is a scientist who dreams of

being an artist. A long time

volunteer, she now embarks on the

great adventure of family life, but

can still be found for assistance or

advice.

Loving BDSM
A podcast review by joy

When I first

started listening to

BDSM podcasts,

Loving BDSM was

my absolute

favorite. Submissive

Kayla Lords started

the series, and soon

her dominant, John

Brownstone, joined her in sharing their journey,

insights, thoughts, and information about BDSM

topics and “kinky fuckery.” Each episode

generally focused on a particular topic, and as I

listened, I was not only learning, but also

getting to know Kayla and John. Their open and

honest discussions made me feel like I was

sitting right next to them, engaged in and

enjoying the conversation. Kayla and John are

very entertaining, especially because of the

cute and endearing way they interact with each

other.

Kayla considers herself a “babygirl” (a bit

different from a little) and John Brownstone is

her Daddy Dom. They are down to earth and

they love coffee, “crickets” (their fans), and

each other. They do not judge others, and they

understand that their kink may be different

from other people’s kinks.

Though Loving BDSM regularly makes me

smile and laugh out loud multiple times during

a single episode, Kayla and John also share

their challenging times on the podcast and how

their relationship copes and/or thrives, even

when life gets hectic or requires a shifting of

normalcy. Besides various kinky topics, they

also discuss issues that could apply to anyone,

including job changes, raising kids, divorce,

marriage, illness, anxiety, moving, and more.

If you’re new to kink podcasts, Loving BDSM

is an excellent place to begin. Even after

listening to Kayla and John for a couple of

years, I continue to value their content and

appreciate their consistency in publishing

weekly episodes in which they share both the

submissive and dominant points of view.

Information about the podcasters:

Kayla Lords is an author, blogger, and

educator.: https://kaylalords.com/start-here/

John Brownstone’s kink/power exchange blog:

https://southernsirsplace.com/

joy belongs to Master Arend, is an active member of

MAsT Massachusetts, and has been listening to power

exchange and kink related podcasts for 3 1/2 years.

She’d be interested in hearing your favorite kink/power

exchange podcasts. You can message her on Facebook

or find her on Fet (Joyinsubmission).
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A Literary Treasure Found in the
Boston Annex:
Selflove and Orgasm by Betty Dodson
A book review by dee

What a delight to have stumbled upon this early

work written and illustrated by Betty Dodson in the

Boston Annex library. It was the beautiful cover art

that first caught my attention and compelled me to

pick up the book. First written in 1974 under the

title Liberating Masturbation: A Meditation on

Selflove and later published as Selflove and

Orgasm in 1983, this book was revolutionary for its

time. Perhaps, for some people, it would still be

considered revolutionary today.

The context of the time in which this volume

was written is important for understanding the

significance of Dodson’s message. The female

sexual liberation movement in America began in

the late 1960s and continued in earnest throughout

the 1980s. The assertion held by many proponents

of the movement was that contrary to widespread

mainstream belief of the time: women enjoy sex

and have sexual needs as much as do men. And

whatsmore, women, whether they are married or

not, should have the freedom to pursue their

sexual desires. The sexual revolution was as much

about female empowerment in society as a whole

as it was about sexuality.

Even though the sexual liberation movement

had begun, Dodson explains in her book that

women still were uncomfortable talking about their

personal sexuality. The movement moved very

slowly: “Female sexual repression wasn’t going to

disappear overnight just because that’s what I

wanted to have happen. I had signed up for the

longest revolution--women’s liberation.” She came

to realize that “sex was a key feminist issue--it

could either enslave or liberate us”. Dodson

proceeded to make it her life’s work to guide

women towards personal sexual liberation.

In Selflove and Orgasm, Dodson writes about

her own journey of sexual discovery and her call to

share what she learned with other women. She

suggests that a way for women to realize how

beautiful their bodies are and how wonderful

sexuality can be is by getting to know and respect

their own bodies. To support women in this

endeavor, Dodson created bodysex workshops

that were held in safe and welcoming spaces. “My

basic plan was to take a holistic view of our bodies

and pleasure. We would do body movements,

discuss food and health, do genital examinations,

share our masturbation histories and describe our

orgasms.”

The classes were more successful than Dodson

had imagined. Word of mouth was the only

advertising these workshops had in the early days.

In that way, word was spread and interest grew with

workshops continuing to be held over the years.

The Betty Dodson foundation hosts these classes

today. From their website: “Taking a bodsex

workshop is transformative. We focus on

overcoming negative body image and pleasure

anxiety.”

The only true weakness of this volume occurs at

the end in the final chapters in which Dodson

shares her personal difficulties and addictions. The

inclusion of these elements isn’t a problem, but

they feel tacked onto the end rather than an

integral part of the story. The book would have been

enhanced and flowed more smoothly by

incorporating these struggles earlier and

throughout the book. Better integration might have

made Dodson’s sharing her wisdom and how her

journey to sexual liberation and personal growth

helped her overcome her addictions more powerful

for the reader. However, this is a technical not a

content critique.

Selflove and Orgasm is a visually beautiful and

delightful read. What an empowering message at

the heart of this thin volume: female sexuality is

beautiful and to be celebrated.

For more information on Betty Dodson and her

work, past and present:

https://www.dodsonandross.com/
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Where Are We Going and Why Am I in
This Handbasket with no Toilet
Paper?
Strategies for Managing in Times of
Crisis and Uncertainty
by slave lyon

What we as a global society are living through at

this moment is both unprecedented and anxiety

provoking, to put it lightly. If you read nothing else

that I write here today, please read this: it is

absolutely normal to feel anxious, depressed or that

you are struggling during this time. As the situation

is a novel one for most of us living today, there is

no rule book for living through COVID-19. None of

us really know what to do, nor do we have any

established ways of managing the situation, and we

have no idea what the long term consequences on

our lives or our economic well being will be. We are

just muddling through the best we can. I repeat:

what you are feeling is normal. There are also

things that you can do to help yourself and loved

ones through this, and if needed – there is help out

there. Most community mental health centers are

offering assistance via telehealth/telephone so you

don't have to leave your home. They can offer

everything from crisis intervention to counseling

and even medication if that is helpful for you at this

time. Now, on to the rest of the matter at hand.

The truth of the matter is that our sphere of

control in our world has shrunk. The positive and

negative of this is that for many our lives have

slowed down and we are faced with a smaller circle

of influence and perhaps more quiet, maybe even

disoriented days and stretches of time without any

have-to's, go – to's, or should-do's. While on the

one hand a person could spin this as an opportunity

to rest and reconnect with home and self, it also

affords a lot of time for our brains to over think and

worry about the wider what if's happening around

us in the world; also known as the sphere of things

we have no control over. Hello, anxiety, depression

and distress!

Rightfully so, we are spending a lot of time

focusing on how to stay physically healthy right

now. However, one cannot overemphasize the

importance of staying mentally and emotionally

healthy during these times as well. As a mental

health professional, I have witnessed a stark rise in

stress related symptoms from panic to depression

as well as stress induced psychosis stemming from

the crisis around us and increased isolation. Those

of us who struggle with addiction are also

struggling more than normal. The pandemic comes

hand in hand with a different sort of epidemic that

cannot be ignored. We all need some support right

now, from ourselves and from others.

So what is it that we can do? We cannot

necessarily change the circumstances at the

moment. What we can do is attempt to increase our

awareness of what is present, what is happening

around us, what we are feeling and try to change

the only things we can control: our thoughts and

immediate behaviors. Mindfulness based practices

can have many benefits in both helping to reconcile

our emotions, but also to stay focused on the things

we can control or do in the here and now. When we

start to ruminate too far astray of that sphere

things start to go really sideways.

The Meat

The first order of business very well could be to

throw out the damn should's and judgments we

operate under. We've already established that there

is no rule book for these circumstances, so basically

it boils down to doing whatever one needs to do in

the present moment to take care of self and loved

ones, regardless of what that looks like. There are a

lot of things we feel like we should be doing all the

time – should be more productive – should not eat

Illustrations by Betty Dodson



Issue 2 Page 7CJLCBoston.newsletter@gmail.com

that thing – should have pants on. Well, if it makes

you feel better, those things are fine. If those things

become hammers to beat yourself with, they are

going to make your social distancing experience

much more painful. There isn't a thing you should

be doing right now and giving yourself permission

to embrace that fact could be a helpful positive

step toward coping. Yes, I said coping. There isn't

winning right now. We are all doing our best to

cope, and that's ok.

Mindfulness is a buzzword and people generally

have some vague idea of what is being referred to

when it comes up in conversation. I'm not going to

take time to define it, nor do I want to get esoteric

about it. Simply put, mindfulness is a variety of

daily practices that one uses to attempt to cultivate

more emotional literacy and awareness, which

increases tolerance to distress and which helps us

maintain a better overall sense of wellness. What I

would like to focus on is providing some examples

of simple things that one can do every day during

our collective COVID-19 experience that hopefully

may assist in weathering the storm with more calm

and wellness. Remember, despite how interminably

long it seems at the moment, with no sure end

point in sight, this is temporary. Life may always be

a bit different, but this will pass and at some point,

we will be back to social proximity and work and

events and etc.

Self check moment – if you find yourself

worrying a lot more than usual, pay attention. What

are the contents of these worries? Do you find

yourself circling toward the worst possible scenarios

or conclusions? Are you having trouble sleeping, are

you more irritable, do you find yourself having

trouble controlling these worries or worrying for the

better part of the day? Examine those thoughts,

take a deep breath and ask yourself if you're

worrying about things that may never come to pass

and what are you missing right now while you're

lost in your thoughts? Acknowledge it, come back

to the present. Ask yourself what the best possible

outcomes can be. Ask yourself what small thing you

can do today that will not only nurture you, but help

ensure you are doing whatever small things you

can to work toward those positive outcomes. Re-

establishing a sense of control over what is in front

of us, a sense of efficacy can do a lot of good.

Tips

Here are some other ideas that will help bring

you back to the present in your day to day life that

have nothing to do with meditation, that do not

require you to be a Buddhist master or a guru, but

can help recenter and reground you in what is and

not in the fears of what might be:

Do one thing mindfully: Stop the next time

you're doing something like washing the dishes,

folding laundry, making food. Breathe and really

slow down and take your time completing the task,

focusing solely on every sensation of what it is like

to wash that dish, for example. Take five minutes if

you want to and allow yourself the time. What does

the soap smell like? What is the texture of the dish,

how does the light reflect off it? What's the

temperature of the water?

Take a moment and take inventory – what is one

thing you can smell, one that you can taste, one

that you can hear, one that you can touch? Name

them either to yourself or out loud. What is

happening right here, right now?

If you're lucky enough to be social distancing

with a partner or top type or bottom type – take this

opportunity to ask yourselves what opportunities

might you be missing to strengthen your dynamic

given all the time you are now spending together?

I'm not necessarily talking about play but if that

works for you – go for it! Might there be a new ritual

or protocol you could introduce and try out? Take

some time to lay next to each other and listen to

each other breathe. Do some deliberate and mindful

touching together, or gazing into each other's eyes.

Be present together.

When you notice yourself worrying, ask yourself

to slow down and try to write down a positive for

every negative you are ruminating on. Ask yourself

to stop and take five deep breaths and touch

something that is physically in front of you.

Routines do help. I know the internet is full of

stuff right now stating hey – get up, shower,

exercise, put on pants, keep a daily schedule, make

sure you're staying connected via internet or phone

with loved ones. I want you to be gentle enough

with yourself right now to give yourself compassion

and if you're not up to any of that BS today – cool.

Go with it. But if you are, establishing routines and

schedules really do help to work against the anxiety

and lethargy that weigh so many of us down right

now. They exert a sense of normality and control in

our environment which some may find helpful.

Choose one thing per day that you can do to help

yourself still feel like you're working toward creating

the life you want.

While attending meetings and dinners and

religious services over zoom isn't the same by far, it

IS something and can help us feel a little less lost

and lonely. This is something both the Leather and
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Don’t Bottom To Porn!
(Or Communities, Either)
by Raven Kaldera

This piece is one essay in a new

anthology I am putting together entitled

“Mastering The Art Of Mastery”, where

experienced M-types write helpfully about

the top rookie mistakes that M-types make,

and how to avoid or solve them. It should be

out through Alfred Press in late summer 2020

– buy it for all your favorite would-be

masters!

Where’s the first place that most people see

examples of Master/slave relationships? Why, fiction,

of course! And probably erotic fiction, if not straight-

out pornography. These are in most cases our first

exposure to the idea that one person could have

authority over the life of another and it could be, if

not comfortable, then at least exciting and sexually

charged. Fiction on the subject of these sorts of

interactions generally come in the following

varieties:

Hardcore pornography and softcore romance

about modern people engaging in (often barely)

negotiated hierarchical relationships, usually for the

primary purpose of kinky sex with some

housecleaning and suchlike on the side. Examples:

Mr. Benson, Laura Antoniou’s Marketplace series.

Hardcore pornography and softcore romance

about people in historical, fantasy, or science fiction

worlds engaging in the same sort of thing, although

often without the consent or negotiation. Examples:

Ann Rice’s Sleeping Beauty trilogy.

Non-erotic fictional portrayals of dystopian

suffering where heartless, evil masters torture

innocent slaves. While the authors of these books

may actually be working hard to portray such

situations as Very Bad And Not Desirable At All, they

may have no idea how strong the power of

perversion can be. Some people manage to eroticize

such tales of oppression anyway. Examples: Alex

Haley’s Roots.

What my slaveboy refers to as “butler porn”.

Stories of historical servitude (butlers,

chambermaids, manservants, etc.) where the role is

somewhat romanticized, or at least the horrible

everyday grind is downplayed; e.g. Downton Abbey,

Gosford Park, etc.

Stories of “traditional” marital

relationships—meaning couplings based on

heterosexual male-dominant female-submissive

marriages loaded with unquestioned old-fashioned

the Jewish communities I am a part of are doing an

excellent job with, and I know it's been a lifeline for

me. I don't feel like participating every day and

that's okay, but there are resources out there.

Conclusion

There's no right or wrong way to go about any of

this. This isn't about “trying harder” or judging your

own efforts – or those of anyone else (please don't

do that). Hopefully some of these ideas will be

helpful to think about or practice, but if they aren't

that's okay. There are a lot of resources out there

on mindfulness and actual concrete things you can

do every day to be here and not in the uncertainty

of our situation or the what if's. A quick google

search on Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT),

mindfulness worksheets, or Acceptance and

Commitment Therapy (ACT) worksheets will net you

a ton of activities. One link that might be helpful to

work through that you can access online:

https://portlandpsychotherapy.com/resources/ac

ceptance_and_commitment_therapy_exercises_and

_audiofiles/

I have been posting a card from the ACT deck

every day online with one concrete activity per day

that folks can do simply to re-center and increase a

sense of ease for a bit in these hard times. The

deck is available through Amazon and it is a gem:

https://www.amazon.com/ACT-Deck-Acceptance-

Commitment-

Connection/dp/1683730917/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&k

eywords=ACT+deck&qid=1585941403&sr=8-1

To all my Master and slave,

Leather, Kinky and all folk in

general, my friends and loved

ones, we will come through this

and I'm wishing you as much

healing, safety and calm in this

time as possible.

slave lyon lives in Indianapolis,

IN with her Master Scott. She is

a mental health counselor and

educator by day, by night she is

director of MAsT: Indianapolis

and Regional Rep for MAsT:

Great Lakes and held the title

GLLA slave 2017.
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sexism. These are usually only “softcore” erotica,

such as romantic bodice-rippers or adventure

stories, and they have been written the same way

for centuries. The s-types are always female, and

never dissatisfied with the role that society has

forced them into. The M-types are always male, and

always able to make the right decisions—unless

they are villains, in which case the s-type’s job is to

suffer until rescued by another male.

The problem here is that pornography is not

useful advice for having a fulfilling and sustainable

relationship. Honestly, how many people would

believe that watching or reading vanilla porn is the

way to figure out how to have a healthy egalitarian

relationship? (Well, there may be a few wandering

around the world, but they are probably

characterized by their extreme lack of loving,

committed partners.) In most of these fictional

worlds, the masters are filthy rich; this does not aid

a couple who are attempting to create power

exchange in a trailer park, and adds to the idea that

you can’t do this properly if you aren’t wealthy. The

slaves never get sick, or have menstrual cramps, or

become old and too arthritic to kneel. For that

matter, the masters never get sick or have

menstrual cramps either, and when they get older

their slaves do not push their wheelchair, but throw

them over for a younger model. Which the masters

do as well to aging or “imperfect” slaves.

These stories do not prepare us in any way for

the reality of life, and how to handle struggle with

external circumstances while keeping a power

dynamic skillfully balanced. The slaves are

sometimes given an arena in which to struggle and

find their strength, but it is almost always an arena

created deliberately by their masters for purposes

of amusement. (In my experience, real life gives

enough actual challenges that it doesn’t make

sense to deliberately make situations harder.) The

masters, however, are never seen struggling (unless

they are villain-characters who’ve just been thrown

down by the hero) with real-world challenges such

as financial problems or disability, or with their own

difficult urges and internal baggage. These stories

come with an insidious message: In order to be a

master of slaves, or even a leader of followers, you

have to be flawlessly competent, or at least pretend

to be so in front of your cringing subordinates.

You also have to be somewhat sociopathic. It

turns my stomach to note the uncaring and rabidly

selfish personalities of masters in most of these

tales. (Male dominants are often wholly

psychopathic in their disdain for all human life;

female dominants tend toward erratic and

emotionally unstable in their violence.) Apparently

sociopaths and people with various other

personality disorders are erotically attractive when

it comes to these story genres, and the idea of a

master who is kind, thoughtful, compassionate, and

aware of social inequities is not sexually or

romantically thrilling at all. Even less so is the idea

of a master who struggles with anything in their life.

In fact, these genres of literature tend to subtly

encourage the idea that in order to be a good

leader, one has to be pretty sociopathic, and the

aforementioned qualities would make someone

“weak” and unable to command people’s respect.

This particular concept is part of the background to

an overarching conception that seeps throughout

our whole culture, but that’s another story.

I should make it clear that if it makes your junk

tingle to read about appalling specimens of

humanity visiting adolescent viciousness on hapless

victims, that’s just fine. Read on and beat off.

People’s junk wants what it wants, and if that does

it for you, I hope that you find equally excited

partners with which to consensually explore a roller

coaster of hideous BDSM scenes for your mutual

fulfillment. I’m throwing no rocks in that glass

house; I’ve certainly created fantasy scenarios to

explore with willing partners that would make many

people’s eyes widen with shock or revulsion, and we

all had a marvelous time. But by the time we make

it to the breakfast table, another headspace has to

come into play.

Reality is that as a leader, you’ll be dealing with

a lot of grievously mundane problems, and you will

have to tackle them calmly and maturely. Handling

your subordinates with skill and patience and

understanding will be among those mundane

problems, and they must not be shirked. When you

think that you don’t have to earn mastery, but that

it should just be handed to you on your say-so, you

are bottoming to porn. When you believe that

you’ve already done the initial slave-acquisition so

you should now be able to slide by on your laurels,

you are bottoming to porn. When you think that

ordinary problems can be handled by

condescendingly blowing off your subordinates (or

by having kinky sex), you are bottoming to porn.

When your identification with a fictional version of

your role prevents you from listening, or

acknowledging a mistake, or talking about difficult

things, or asking for help when you need it, or

getting your vulnerable emotional needs met with

this person who’s supposed to give you what you

want, you are bottoming to porn. Porn is in charge,

not you—and porn, like the ego, is a good servant
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but a terrible master.

Another source of pressure which is even more of

a mixed blessing is nonfiction books and articles by

people who are actually practitioners, and the

people themselves—often found at BDSM or M/s

events, or online. I’m one of those writers, and I am

glad of all the other books out there, because they

helped me before I could find other human beings.

I’m also glad of the live human beings I’ve listened

to over the years; I’m a solid member of my MAsT

group and I go to conferences where people I

respect teach. I’m very much in favor of people

using these resources, but it’s important to keep

perspective.

Each of us, all the authors and presenters, can

only speak from our own experiences, and we have

our own preferences and biases. It’s all too easy for

people who are just beginning to read one book, or

listen to one person online, and decide that this is

The Way It Should Be Done, and if that way turns

out to be incompatible with the desires and practical

life of both people in the relationship, one or both

people may come to believe that they are not suited

for this relationship style. This isn’t uncommon—on

some level, any of us with common sense know that

this can be dangerous. We’re playing with fire, and

we have to learn skills and act correctly or someone

will get burned. Some communities

want—justifiably—to prevent unskilled people from

making an ugly mess of things, so they lay out their

way to do things, and tell everyone who comes in,

“If you just do it this way you’ll be safe.”

The big problem comes when that way doesn’t

work for one or both of you. Actually, it’s even

harder when it works for one member of the couple

but doesn’t work for the other one, because at least

if it’s not right for either of you, you have each other

to commiserate with and can encourage each other

to try something else. When one person thinks it’s

just fine and the other one is profoundly

uncomfortable, it’s easy for the objector to believe

that it’s something wrong with them, and if they

could just become a different person it would all be

OK.

Many people would look at this situation and

figure that it would only be a problem if it was the s-

type who was the objector. That might be true if

every person who decided they were going to be a

master was suddenly flooded with automatic

confidence in their every action, but in real life the

reverse situation can make the beginning M-type

very unsure of themselves, and they can go around

in circles mentally.

We ran into this problem early on in our

relationship. My slaveboy Joshua was enamored of

gay leather protocols, had read everything on the

subject, and assumed that because we were a

same-sex couple we’d be using them. He figured I’d

run my power dynamic by those rules. I had very

little interest in those rules, that subculture, and

that aesthetic; I wasn’t sure at first what I wanted,

but I knew it wasn’t that. However, since he seemed

to want it so much, I tried to do at least a little of it

in order to make him happy. After all, a good master

wants their slave to be happy, right?

But it just didn’t work for me, and even with all

my good intentions, if I wasn’t feeling it, I would not

be motivated to check and make sure he was doing

the activity. If I wasn’t personally invested in it—if it

didn’t touch me in some sincere way—it would just

fall off my plate, no matter how hard I tried.

Eventually I realized that we had to start over and

create our own relationship style from scratch,

figuring out what would work for both of us.

That felt a little scary, in the beginning—what if

we couldn’t find enough rules or rituals or mantras

or acts of dominance and submission that worked

for both of us? What if we couldn’t find enough

pieces to build a structure? That turned out to be a

groundless fear, however. One tiny thing after

another fell into place, and wove themselves

together into a net to hold us. More than a decade

later, we continue to find meaningful gestures that

make both of us smile, small rituals that are in no

one’s book yet. For example, our most recent

addition is that since I’m a crip and use a stair chair

to ride upstairs—I call it my “flying throne”—the

slaveboy is required to come out of his upstairs

room when he hears the chair coming, and stand at

the top of the stairs to greet me. It’s not in any

manual, but it reminds us who we are, and that we

can make our own way that is special for us.

Another area where both porn and community

standards seep in is sexual activities. Pat Califia

once observed that if we study the porn, male

dominants are allowed even fewer sexual activities

(as opposed to kink activities) than what is socially

accepted for straight vanilla guys—they can stick

their dicks in things, and that’s it. Everything else

will supposedly damage their dominance. In reality,

ethical and pleasant activities do not damage one’s

dominance, and indeed if you’re really in charge,

you should be able to get what you want, given the

s-type’s physical limitations. If your s-type isn’t sure

how to do something, they can be trained to do it

exactly the way you want.

However, we’ve had numerous M-types contact

us and tell us that they wanted certain sexual
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activities that weren’t in the limited porn-dominant

menu, but they felt pressure both from the fictional

models and—sadly enough—from community members

who trumpeted loudly about how “real” dominant types

wouldn’t do those things. I’m appalled every time I hear

that. Of all the relationship activities that we as co-

residents of the Kingdom of Power Exchange should not

be policing, I would say that sexual activities between

the M-type and the s-type would be at the top of that

list.

It’s certainly easier to follow an existing model than

to test thousands of possibilities. The problem is that

you’ll end up doing that anyway, as all the different

rules you try to implement either grind to a halt or keep

working. It’s good to read the books (fiction or

nonfiction) and listen to the people, but hold all these

pieces lightly. Don’t bet your relationship on any of

them. The period we spent attempting gay leather rules

wasn’t entirely useless; we did retain perhaps five per

cent of them and still find them useful. We also took

another five per cent from this book, and another tidbit

from this class, and patchworked it all together. You’ll

have to do that too, and the more you expose yourself

to, the more pieces you’ll have to pick from, and

perhaps discard later. I promise you it’s not that

difficult. You probably already understand the

process—it’s how you figure out what you want out of

life itself.

Raven Kaldera is a queer FTM transgendered

intersexual shaman. He is the author/editor of 41 books,

including “Dark Moon Rising: Pagan BDSM and the

Ordeal Path”, and “Power Circuits: Polyamory In A

Power Dynamic”. He and his slaveboy Joshua have been

teaching and presenting workshops regularly for many

years to the BDSM, Neo-Pagan, Sex/Spirituality,

transgender, and other communities. Raven is the 2014

Northeast Master titleholder, and He lives with his big

poly family on a homestead in Massachusetts.

A Detail in the Will
by Red

Let's take a trip down memory lane for a

second.

This is the story of an old friend, someone who

humbled me today.

Let's go back to before my journey into

masochism. Let's go back to before my time in

France. Let's go back to before my entrance into

the kink community and before I had ever joined

Fetlife.

Let's go back to the first time I was introduced

to leather, to when I lived in a midsize, smoggy,

flat town in the California Central Valley. My friend

was a native of this town. Deeply introverted,

hilarious and quiet, he shared his leathers with me,

a nervous, young kid who had no idea where this

road would lead. He allowed me to discover that

part of myself and for that I will always remember

him.

He helped me learn the joys of an aroma of

leather and cigar smoke. He was the first friend I

ever made in the Leather community, someone I

needed at that time. He helped open the wormhole

which led to Kinkdom and Leatheropolis.

Eventually I moved away from the area,

bouncing around from parts of California and

Europe. He and I fell out of contact for short spells,

but we'd say hello once in a while.

I most recently visited him and his partner

about four months ago after almost two years of

not seeing either of them. Since he had done

something so valuable for me by introducing me to

this world, I decided to repay the favor. I knew he

had never worn Langlitz or Schott before in his life,

something he was eager to do.

As soon as we greeted each other at the door, I

threw my gear bag down and told him to put on

the Langlitz pants and the Schott Perfecto. A shy

smile betrayed his face.

He loved both so much that he nearly refused

to give them back to me. That day, I made

someone's day a little bit better.
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Boot Black Pride Flag
by Cristina

On July 4th, 2005 Jesse ‘Spanky’ Penley came up

with a design that would eventually become the

accepted Boot Black Pride Flag. The flag made its

premier at the International LeatherSir/

International Leatherboy weekend in Atlanta, GA on

Oct 6th, 2005. The width of the stripes on the flag

signify the wide range of people who are, and

appreciate boot blacks. The unisex boot, stands for

the non-gender specific nature of boot blacking.

The large red heart positioned behind the boot

signifies the heart that the bootblack puts behind

his or her boots (1). Bootblacks are an important

part of our history. Xiaoya, a bootblack and

educator wrote “There is a love, dedication and

intimacy bootblacks bring to their craft. They are

passionate about leather and are proud to serve in

our communities and donate their skills when

caring for leather” (2).

1. http://www.thetwilightguard.org/tg_flags.html
2. http://www.slaveheartbootblack.com/what-is-a-
bootblack/

Cristina is an aspiring bootblack and leather
historian. Flags are fun!
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These days, we occasionally communicate via

Instagram. Today was one such day. It was on this

app he presented a piece of information to me that

made my jaw drop; I was touched.

Should something ever happen to him, his

leathers would not be left to his partner.

They will be left to me.

I was stunned.

He and his partner both agreed on this,

apparently. In one fell swoop, I learned how much

of an effect I had on this man's life. I learned of the

affection he has for me, and in turn I felt affection

for him.

I am humbled by this news. It's a bit sobering,

and I am at a loss for words.

People will always remember how you made

them feel; always keep that in mind during your

daily interactions with other people. Treat them in a

way that allows them to be nothing but

themselves. Both my friend and I did this for each

other, and we'll always share that bond.

That's Leather. Aim for that kind of friendship.

And for fuck sake, don't ever take socialization

for granted again. When we get past this pandemic

and "shelter in place" is lifted, go hug a friend of

yours. Make them feel special.

Make them remember how well you treated

them.

My name is Red. I’m a native of Sacramento, and

Leather has helped me become a better person.

Art courtesy of Tara (cover, boot,

yin/yang art). For more on Tara's

art, MASARAT Studios can be

found on facebook:

https://m.facebook.com/groups/3

45975196042616/?ref=group_br

owse




